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New FBI Data Details Effort to Check Nearly Every Lead, No 

0) 



jpnpip . 

pertinent of Justice communictions and hate group members; known ra- , •/ $everkl Wieki aftei* the assassins- 
section letterhead. 

Written less than 

the shooting on Nov. L, - ... — # r . . 

" have been Involved." A . A rations of a foreign power. 

- ~ ~ - “** eche- 

oover 



**" V f ? , 

V tfy Jeremiah O'Leary arid 
' James R. Dickenson 

: ** f WathlAfton Stir Staff Wrlttrf /*»: * 

'SfSft&SAlSi. ± ; 

le JpV_ n tEc ..000 documents were made 



m„ K ?h n ^ d .Lh.H?H P«bUc today by the FBI under the 

freedom of Information Act. 

r °' '- AN URGENT Telctypi me, Sage 

arded as radical by the agency. f rom j- B j DlTectof J. Edgar Hoover 



. : , Clal extremists and any other Individ- tlon Hoover still hid not rejected the 

lan one houlr .after , uals who on the basis Of Information , possibility, that Oswald had acted In 
ov. 42. 1963. It read: available In yobr flies may possibly ' concert with others or at the Instruc- 

have been Involved." ' rations of a foreign power. 

t And .less, than four', houfs> aftetnyln ^ a. memo to thy FBI a i top e 
Kennedy Was assasslnSted dbrln^ fe loft, dated Dec. 12, 1963, Ho 
motorcade in Dallas Tex. ^ and two • wrote: * f ' > 



One of the documents was a mes- 
age labeled "urgent" from James 
Valsh, otherwise unidentified, v on De- 



idgar 

to all FBI offices Instructed agents to 
"Immediately establish whereabouts 
of bombing suspects, all known Klan 



hours after the arrest of Lee Harvey:;' 1.4 1*./, We hive several letters, not In 
Oswald - Hoover told Washington^ the report (to T the Warren Comtnls- 
offlclals that Oswald “very, prob- »lon). because we were not able to 



ably" was the killer. 

Hoover said he wobld classify Os- 
wald "in the category Of a hut and 
the extremist pro-Castro crowd." * * 



prove It, written to him (Oswald) 
from Cuba referring to the Job he 
; was going to do, his good marksman- 
ship and stating when it was all over 
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he would be brought back to Cuba 
and presented to the chief.* 1 

BUT HOOVER’S memo said, ’’We 
do not know If the chief was (Fidel) 
Castro and cannot make an invest!* 
gallon because we have no inteili* 
gence operation In Cuba. 

*'I personally believe Oswald was 
the assassin." he wrote, but he said 
he was greatly concerned as to 
“whether he w^s the only man.'* 
Hoover told his aides the Justice 
Department wanted to Issue a state- 
ment saying Oswald was the assas- 
sin; there were M no foreign or sub- 
versive .elements involved in the 
killing; and there was no connection 
betweeen Oswald and Jack Ruby who* 
shot him dead two days after the^ 
assassination. • * 

“I flatly disagreed,” Hoover said, 
and new President Lyndon B. John- 
son agreed with him no conclusions? 
ought to be drawn at that time. 

Hoover telephoned Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy less than 15 
minutes efter the shooting. It was the 
first the attorney general heard of his 
brother's assassination. ' . . 

See FBI. A-? 

.-.i. ■ . -aiu i _ 

Continued From A-l 



In a memo from Hoover to FBI 
officials, relating his 1:45 p.m. EsT 
telephone conversation with 
Kennedy, Hoover said Kennedy 
asked that the FBI **do whatever we 
could" in connection with the shoot- 
ing. 

At 2:10 p.m., Hoover said he again 
telephoned Kepnedy to tell him the 
president was ‘in very, very critical 
condition. The attorney gcnerul then 
told me the president had died. " 



l 



THE FBI FILES indicate that the 
bureau tracked down every lead, 
however remote, from people who 
overheard conversations in which 



people predicted 
be assassinated 



the president would 
if he went to Texas, 



or expressed anti-Kennedy senti- 
ments. Many of these conversations 
were the result of people’s concern 
about the right-wing and anti- 
Kennedy sentiment in Texas^ v 



lf The FBI also checked out anyone 
who talked or usked about guns, such 
as a man in a service station near 
Dallas who asked another customer 
where he could get a silencer or a 
high-powered rifle. 

The bureau also’ investigated state- 
ments by waitresses and service sta- 
tion attendants and others who felt 
they had seen people resembling Os- 
wald or his wife or mother in the 
days and weeks before the assassina- 
tion, ; r. v*;. V : ' * ■ 

£• the FBI got a number of tip* from 
people who dealt with psychics. One 
woman in Quebec wrote Hoover in- 
forming him that her mind reader 
had had a vision of Oswald visiting 
Ruby in Ruby's Dallas strip joint and 
(hat therefore she was convinced 
there was a connection between the 
iwpofthem. . 1 i‘ : 

’ V 1 L "• ** • 

M Some people such as waitresses re- 
ported overhearing men boast of hav- 
ing won bet* as much as $5,000 or 
$8,000 that Kennedy would never fin- 
ish the paradq in Dallas alive. Many 
of the statements about the killing 
were ' made by people . who were 
drunk. 

3 A CALLER on Dec. 9 from Logan, 
\Jtah, urged that Hoover be immedi- 
ately informed ; “that President 
Kennedy was not dead, and the 
apparent assassination was a gigan- 
tic hoax engineered by the FBI to 
trap the Mafia." . 

One man called ihe FBI and said 
he had stopped at a gas station in 
Scottsdale, Ariz., six months after 
the assassination and in a telephone 
book in a phone booth he found ‘John 
Wilks Booth'' and “John. F. 
Kennedy" written on the front page. 
The middle name of the killer of 
Abraham Lincoln had been spelled 
Incorrectly. . ’ 

After questioning the owner of the 
gas station and others, the FBI con- 
cluded "no one had noticed any Ques- 
tionable persons |n the telephone 
booth." ' ’ 1 , . : ‘ 

Five days after the assassination 
Americon Nazi Party commander 
George Lincoln Rockwell sent the 
FB| a list of 37; name* associ ated 



with his extremist organization as 
persons "to keep a careful watch 
on." 

Denouncing the slaying in a letter 
to lloover, Rockwell cor/ceded that 1 
his "extreme political movement at- 
tracts irresponsible and lunatic ele- 
ments who are not welcome, but who 
force themselves upon (he movement 
pnd are very hard to get rid of." 

Other documents portrayed ’ the’ 
FBI as being wary and truculent in 
Its dealings with the CIA during ihii 
period. At one stage, an assistant to 
Assistant FBI Director William Sulli- 
van wrote a memo saying the only 
way to deal with CIA agents was tp 
treat them firmly for the best protec- 
tion of the FBI’s interest*, »v , » 

A DAY AFTER Oswald was killed 
by Ruby, Hoover sent three basic 
questions to the Dallas field office. 
He ordered them to find out: if any- , 
one had been conspiring with Ruby to 
accomplish Oswald's death; to rind 
out Ruby's motive for killing Os- 
wald; and to discover if any police 
officers or persons operating under 
the cover of the law "willfully per- 
mitted Oswald to be shot.", * ‘J 

The investigation basically be-, 
came an intense exploration into the 
lives of both Oswald, the cx-Marlne 
who once lived in the Soviet Union, 
and the Chicago-born Rqby who lived 
on the fringes of society as a gambler 
and proprietor of sleazy nightclubs. 

Early messages ordered back- 
ground checks of everyone of Ruby's 
relations and to discover particularly 
if there ever had been mentul illness 
In his family. Within two days agents 
in Chicago reported one acquaint- 
ance thought Ruby might have been 
shellshocked during world War II 
while ho was in the Army Air Corps 
but in short order other agents found 
(hat there was no substance to re- 
ports that Ruby had a plate In his 
head to account for his emotional 
behavior, 1 ' 

WITHIN 24 hours after Oswuld was 
shot, Hoover informed the Dallas of- 
fice that it was checking the Slate 
Department and CIA for any records 
of a Ruby trip to Havana, Cuba. It 
was learned tnat Ruby had gone to 
Havana in September, 1959 — nine 
month* after Fidel Castro took ppweri 



— Tor one week, ostensibly to visit 
the manager of a casino. A woman 
nan^ed Elaine Mignier from San 
Frabcisco, told agents she had taken 
a message in code from Ruby to 
gambler Lewis McWillie prior to the 
visit. But first inspection of the FBI 
records did not disclose the results ol 
this phase of the probe. 1 
Special Agent In Charge at Dallas 
Gordon Shanklin told Hoover by the 
night of Nov. 24 that Ruby said no 
one else was involved in his killing of 
Oswald and that no one knew what he 
was going to do. * ’ 

Officials emphasized that the FBI 
files contain all sorts of reports, with 
yarious levels of accuracy or lack of 
it,' about the Kennedy assassination.. 
They said the material is the raw 
data that flows into the hands of 
investigator* at every stage of an 
investigation and that much of the 
material is uncorroborated or single- 
source information. 

This raw Information Is said to In- 
clude numerous rumors and unveri- 
fied reports as well as information 
that was checked out and became 
part pf the pfficlal Warren Cpmmls- 
ilon report. . / 1 ' 

l % -• 

r.THE FBI HAS eliminated the 
names of any witnesses or inform- 
ants whose identities they think must 
be kept/ secret, as is often done to 
protect persons named in CIA and 
FBI documents being made public. 

Some officials said they hoped re- 
lease of the documents would help 
put an end to speculations about un- 
proven conspiracies in connection 
with Kennedy's murder. Others ac- 
knowledged that the natqre of the 
documents, sometimes unchecked 
and often unverifiable, is more likely 
to set off a nevy wave of conspiracy 
theories rather than to dispose of 
them. •/ • r • ' • 

7/ This is the raw, unchecked stuff, 
Just as we got it at the time of the 
president's murder 14 years ago, 
on$ official said. "Most of the docu- 
ments aren’t going to show you any- 
thing you haven’t heard or read be- 
fore. And some of It Is probably 
pretty far-fetched, but It's all there 
so people can see what we had to 
wade through when vye wfpfi. bfij.fn 
thq case/Vij.^- -*** 



